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This article includes helpful Windows 7 tgred tricks. Théopics discussed are:

Windows keyboard shortcuts

how to create a System Repair disk
how to cleate a image of your hard drive
how to check your Pfor memory errors

a s~ whPE

what XP Mode is.

Keyboard Shortcuts

Below are very useftdiavorite Windows shortcuts

Keys to Press

What They Do

Windowslogo key &

Open or close the Start menu.

Windowslogo key 4 +Pause

Display the System Properties dialog box.

Windowslogo key#&+D

Display the desktop.

Windowslogo key #&+M

Minimize all windows.

Windowslogo key %% +Shift+M

Restore minimized windows to the desktop.

Windowslogo key % +E

Open Computer.

Windowslogo key#& +F

Search for computers (if you're ometwork).

Windowslogo key#&+L

Locks your computer

Windowslogo key & +R

Opens the Run dialog box

Windowslogo key & +T

Cycle through programs on the taskbar.

Windowslogo key#&+number

Start the program pinned to the taskbar in th
position indicated byhe number. If the
program is already running, switch to that
program

Ctrl+Windowslogo key #&+number

Switch to the last active window of the
program pinned to the taskbar in the positior
indicated by the number.

Alt+Windowslogo key#&+number

Opens the Jup List for the program that is
pinned to taskbar indicated by the number
selected.




Windowslogo key#&+Tab Cycle through programs on the taskbar by
using Aero Flip 3D.

Ctrl+Windowslogo key #&+Tab Use the arrow keys to cycle through progran
on thetaskbar by using Aero Flip-B.

Ctrl+Windowslogo key #&+B Switch to the program that displayed a
message in the notification area.

Windowslogo key##+Spacebar Preview the desktop.

Windowslogo key##+Up Arrow Maximize the window.

Windowslogo key##+Left Arrow Maximize the window to the left side of the
screen.

Windowslogo key#&+Down Arrow Minimize the window.

Windowslogo key# +Home Minimize all but the active window.

Windowslogo key #+Shift+Up Arrow Stretch the window to the top and bottom of
thescreen.

Windowslogo key#%+Shift+Left Arrow or Move a window from one monitor to another

Right Arrow

Windowslogo key #&+P Choose a presentation display mode.

Windowslogo key“&+G Cycle through gadgets.

Windowslogo key #& +U Open Ease of Access Center.

Windowslogo key #&+X OpenWindowsMobility Center.

Head over tcdhttp://windows.microsoft.com/enus/windows7/Keyboaregshortcutsfor more shortcuts

System Repabisc

Windows 7comes with a way to make a digat will allow you to do someepairs to your PC. This disc
allows you to boot from the disk so you can do the following:

Startup Repair

System Restore

System Image Recovery
Windows Memory Diagnostic
CommandPrompt

arwnE


http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows7/Keyboard-shortcuts

The stamip screen looks like the one below.

x

Choose a recovery tool
Operating system: Windows 7 on (E:) Local Disk

Startup Repair
Automatically fix problems that are preventing Windows from starting

System Restore
Restore Windows to an earlier point in time

System Image Recovery

Ul 8

Recover your computer using a system image you created earlier

Windows Memory Diagnostic

FEw,

M4 Check your cormputer for memary hardware errors

Command Prompt
Qpen a command prompt window

Shut Down |

You create a System Repair digc

1. Typing system repair in the “Search Pﬂ'r’ograms a
key.
2. Se |l €rdte &System Repair Disc

w

Follow the wizard to creatthe disk
Store the disk in a safe place. | recommend you make to copies of the disk.

B

You can also create a disk clickingStart Menu >> Control Panel >> System & Securitaskup and
Restore>> Create System Repair Di€ontrol Panel > Backup aRestore,



System Image

Windows 7 comes withway to create a image of your PC, which can be used to restore your
PC back to point where it was workinghe image is a copy of your OS, programs, and other
files that are on your hard diskhis feature isvery similar totools likeNorton Ghost, or Acronis
True Image The System Image feature allows you to store the image on DVDs or another hard
drive like an external driveThe hard drive used to create the image to must be formatted NTFS.

To create &ystemImage follow the steps below:

1. Go toStart Menu >> Control Panel >> System & Security >>Backup and Restore>>
Create System Imagerefer to the below screenshots.

Select this

Adjust your computer‘WDption

il | System and Security
' ,3 Review your computer's status
{
- Back up your computer

Find and fix proglems L .
- LC) WWwWW.SnIVaran|an.colr

Control Panel Home

. Action Center

B \ Review your computer's status and 1

Troubleshoot common computer pif
Metwork and Internet

Windows Firewall
Check firewall status | Allow a pro

Hardware and Sound

Programs
User Accounts and Family [,h.h S}Gtem
Safety = View amount of RAM and processor

= W]
Tl & Allow remote access Seethe g

mation  (C) WWW.Shivaranjan.cor
Perconalization |5 | r wlndDWS bpdate
Clock, Language, and Region =l Turn automatic updating on or off

Ease of Access

\[' Power Options
Choose Backup and Fequire a password when the compy

Restore \ Change when the computer sleeps

Jfbs Backup and Restore

= Back up your computer Restore f

e BitLocker Drive Encryption

Protect your computer by encryptin




@ a ’ Control Panel » System and Security » Backup and Restore -

File Edit View Tools Help

Control Panel Home
Back up or restore your files

B Crote s sytem mage | Backup
% Createa repair disc Windows Backup has not been set up.
Restore
Select this option Windows could not find a backup for this com

'@'Selec@ another backup to restore files from
r‘:—; WWW. snivearanjan.com

2. Now the system will ask you to choose the backup location for savingstieensynage, there
are three options available:

1__System image can be saved on different hard disk patrtition.

1__You can save the system imameDVDsThe no of DVDs required will be equal to the size of the
partition that you are backing up.

1__The system imagean also be stored in a network location or drive.
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) & Create a system image | ——
Where do you want to save the backup?
A system image is 3 copy of the drives required for Windows to run. It can also include additional
drives. A system image can be used to restore your computer if your hard drive or computer ever
stops working; however, you can't choose individual items to restore. How do I restore my computer
from 3 system image?
N
@ On a hard disk
lca B (D) 557 GBfree -
(c) www.shivaranjan.com
() On one or more DVDs
&3 DVD RW Drive () X
() On a network location
Select...
Choose the backup option that you intend to
use
(_Net ]| Concel |
B =

3. In addition to the Windows 7 partition you can also backup any other partition along with that,
choose the partitions in addition to the Windows 7 based on your requirement.




G o

Which drives do you want to include in the backup?

The drives that are required for Windows to run will be included by default. You cannot include the drive

that you are saving the backup to.

Your backups are being saved on m.] 1
Drive B Total size Usedspace  |=
O N ED 50.0 GB 368 H
s Windows 7 (C:) (System) 30068 19368
Se ©) (c) www.shivaranj@i®om 8868

3608 GB

Space svailableon

Choose any other hard disk
partitions that you want to backup
along with the Windows T partition

[ Nex ][ cancel |

4. A summary of partition that is getting backed up and the target location of the backup is
di splayed. To start the backup or start the i




G # o B U N

Confirm your backup settings Summary of what partition
is getting backed up at
Backup location: which lecation
= | (@)

The backup could take up to 20 GB of disk space.

The following dinves will be backed wp:

&,‘I‘ﬁndm 7(C:) (System)

Click the Start Backup option
to start off the backup process

| statbackup || Cancel |

(c) www.shivaranjan.corm

5. Now wait for the backup process to complete.

T

Windows is saving the backup...

- 1

Backing up Windows 7 (C:)...

(c) www.shivaranjan.corn




[ A Create a system image

The backup completed successfully.

(c) www.shivaranjan.corm

After the backup is complete the system will prompt you to caatiem repaidisc, if you have
not created it then you can create it. For instructionsreating a system repair disc refer to this

post

6. You can see that there is a folder created in target drive called WindowslmageBackup, this
folder contains all the data that was backed

r~
Name

(c) www.snivaranjan.corm
| | WindowslmageBackup

Tha 6 s it now a i mage of your computer has been
restore your Windows 7 from the image.

These steps are frofmttp://www.shivaranjan.com/2009/05/20/windows/-how-to-create-a-system:
imageof-a-hard-diskpartition-or-windows 7-partition/



http://www.shivaranjan.com/2009/05/20/windows-7-how-to-create-a-system-repair-rescue-recovery-disc/
http://www.shivaranjan.com/2009/05/20/windows-7-how-to-create-a-system-repair-rescue-recovery-disc/
http://www.shivaranjan.com/2009/05/20/windows-7-how-to-create-a-system-image-of-a-hard-disk-partition-or-windows-7-partition/
http://www.shivaranjan.com/2009/05/20/windows-7-how-to-create-a-system-image-of-a-hard-disk-partition-or-windows-7-partition/

Once you create the i mage you c amreeptidnlorahe r est or e
bootable repair disk that Windows 7 allows you to createecommend that create one imagd a
clean install, and one with all of the software you will usgularly

Windows Memory Diagnostics

Windows 7 comes with a handy utilitlyat allows you to test youlP C mesmory for errors. You can run
the Windows Memory Diagnostics from the run dialog box by typing msshed. Or you can run it from the
“System Repair Dts. When you run it from within Windows you will see the box below.

(% Windows Memory Diagnostic I&

Check your computer for memory problems

Merory problems can cause your computer to lose information
or stop working. How does Windows diagnose memory

problems?

< Restart now and check for problems

(recommended)
Save your work and close any open programs before
restarting.

< Check for problems the next time I start my
computer

| —

When you restart your PC you will see the screen below



wWindows Memory Diagnostics Tool

i5 checking for memory problems...

This might take several minutes.

Running test pass 1 of 2: 29% complete
overall test status: 14% complete

Status:
Mo problems have been detected yet.

Although the test may appear inactive at times, it is still running. Please
wait until testing is complete...

windows will restart the computer automatically. Test results will be
displayed again after you log on.

ESC=EXit

Once the test is done the results will be displayed after you logtinink this should be done once in a
while to see if your PC’s memory is good.

XP Mode

Windows 7 Professional and Ultimatesaable to use XP Mode a free download from Microsoft. XP

Mode allows you to run Windows XP business programs in a Virtual Machine. In order to run Windows
XP Mode your PC needs the ability to use Hardware Virtualization. This has to be turned di®She
You can learn more and download the softwardntib://www.microsoft.com/windows/virtuat
pc/download.aspx



http://www.microsoft.com/windows/virtual-pc/download.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/virtual-pc/download.aspx

